
THE DECAY OF PIPING.

DEPLORE THE LAPSE OP OLD

,-1 -.-¦. STORY OF THE BAGPIPE.

v-ery year the Scotchmen of New-Tork
their American hai.its and some-

.! ir American elothe3, and for a few
,me clansmen again This occasion

h< mnual outing of the New York Cale-
donian Club Tlie last outing was successful,

the forty-three previoua entertainments,
;.!il il.ancing, the samea and the merry-
making wil] be remembered and spoken of until
II ia time to plan for the in-xt picnic. Bul there
are membera of the organization and alao
Scotchmen who are not ln the fold who think
ih.it these outings are not what they us.*d to
!,. thai they wiii never be nuite as attractlve
as they .vere in their best days until the piplng

.iri->ns are revlved.
Until fivi years a^>, one of the features of the

Caledonian Day was this contest. The pipera
th lr best Their work was judged by

a eommittee, and tlie man who was pronouneed
the winner because of hifi performance on the

and his appearance carried away his
prize with all the pomj, of a hero. In the eyes
..f ma::-. of the spectators the prize plper was

bigher in rank than the men who excelled ln
the games and at dancing. Tln* tn-T. wh., falled
to win a prize practised hard during the next
year, arned new tunes and invented new

tions ..ii old mii'S in order to win the laurels
at the next contest, and gave lessons to boys
» ho hi ;-d some day to be recognised as

pipi ra.
"But now there'a no Incentive," said a Cale¬

donian plper, "and the consequence ls that
piping Is going down hill. No one takes lessons,
and those who do know how to play do not
practise enough. Tho only peopie who know
gtod pipe muslc when they hear it are those
who were raised In Scotland, where peopie
l-i ow what a pipe ls. In this eountry fakirs are
allowed to play, and their performanees give
pi iple a fiis- idea <>f the bagpiper. They are
responsible for the Impresslon that all plpe
music is dlsagreeable and inharmonious."
There are only about twelve pipera in N.-w-

Tork. They all play on tlie Bcotch pipes, and
with a few ezceptions they play by note. The
Instruments used by these men all come from
Scotland. All the tunes also are imported.
"Once in a while," said the plper. "you can

h. .11 a piper do a popular tune. but lt doesn't
s,;n<i rlght Nothing seems tn come ao well
from the pipea as the old Scotch tunes named
for peopie and piaces dear to the Scotchman.

.The bagpipe has not declined in popnlarlty
in Europe. The Scotch regimenta still have
th- i j Ipers, and no great house would I. com-
plete without a piper. He always goea with
the head ..f the house, and when al home he

every morning and on all oei aaiona of
cereroony The plper greets the gueal <>n hia
arrival and the straitis of the plpe bld him
farewell."
An antiquarlan and a student of folklore who

has made th- history of the bagpipe a study
wh.-n asked to tell what be knew ab..at t___g-
pipes said:

TIH-: HISTORY OF THE BAfiPJPE.
"It's bagpipea you want to know about, is ItT

Well, if tbafa all the information you're after
this is rhe ahop for it. l..x.k at th.> pretty plct-
are of some specimena ln the collectton <>f my
fi end Eugene de Bricqueville al Versaillea, and
didn't I Bee that sam.- frlend handling a pretty
little Instrument with carved ivory pipea in lt
this summer in Parls. and hear him try to per-
Buade the jury of Classe Dixs.pt that a man

who could make so pretty a muaical bag at the
tall end of the nlneteentfa century ought to get
a gold medal or a grand prlx or a crosa ,.f the
Legion of Honor, or some such dlstinction? Yea,
v-rily, I did. Hut that was a French bag. and
tbey called it a musette. Tlie pipes ln the plct¬
ure, too, are French, and relics of the tlme when
kings and ijuec-ns, ladies and nobl.-s. thought it
a graceful oastime to play at ahepherda and
shepherdesses, and sing dainty pastorala to the
drone uf th<* pipea
"The history of tbe instrument? lf 1 were ¦

Hlgblander I'd bet my lillil.eg that it was in¬
vented in Scotland. for doesn't Aristldes yuin-
tilianoa tell about Its prevalence in the Scottish
Highlanda ever so long ago, and can anybody
remember when it wasn't used to tune up the
Highlandera t., fighting pltch? But if I were an
Irishman l'd awear by tbe piper that played
before Ifoses that it came into exiatence in the
Emerald lsle, and that the piper himself hailed
fp.m the old Bod. Ilow.-v.r. seeing as how I'm
only an American with a love for study and
antlquities, I'm bound to say that nelther
Scotchman nor Irishman invented the bagpipeB,
but tliiat it came to them both, in all probabtlity.
from the Roraans.
"Th.* an. i.m peoplea -.f italy had th.- instru¬

ment, and distribiu-d it over ItSurope, as they
did their laws and other things. Singularly
enough, the Italian peasantry preserve a record
of tln- source from which they may hav.- derived
lt in the name which they give it. The common
Italian name is cornamusa, but in eountry dis¬
trlcts you may still bear it spoken of as the
zampognia, and if you ar.- Interested in the
philology of tln- subjeel you may lind in that
word not only traces of the Arabi. zummarab
bi-soan and the Greek symphoneia, bul also of
the Chaldaic samponia, or samponeyah. I
guesa samponia is Chaldaic; at any rate it's in
th- Biblica! i'.....k of Daniel, whieh haa aboul
tb- earliest reference to Un- bagpipea that I
know about. All the worda that I have mi n-

tioned wirh their likeneas i;i physiognomy
bagpipe, although you nevi r would hat
it from th- translation whi h the Sev nty gave
to thi Chaldaic word ln th- third chapl
Daniel. Thi v alli d it dulcimer, whii
is a stringed instrument, played upon w ih ham-

JTou remember tie- passage i*. i.; in the

story aboul Shadrach, Meshaeh and Abednegn
the three Hcbrew gentlemen who refused '..> fall
down ar.d worship t.he golden image iliat Nebu-
c.hadnezzar th- King had set up, though all

good citizens had been commanded so t,i do al
what time they heard the sound 'of the cornet,
flute, harp, sai kbut, psaltery, dulcimer and all
kinds of muslc' The um Testament revlsers

material of the old wind reservohra suggesl that

th. bagplp< a came from th.- East. it waa natn-

nough in the countri where .vater bottlea
made of the skins of animals thai the
..ins should be us

wli d. In P. land and the
used to be call.1 Kosf! still is undoubtedly

... the bag used to be lade oul of a

goat's skin unehanged in shape. even the head
wiih horns belng retalned. Kosa is Slavic for

goat. Even in my pretty French picture you
wiil s.-e how tbe unspeakably old custom has

i.. en retalned.
.Well, tbe old Greeka had the Instnuneal

and so did the Romans, through whom, as I

P H.n -Or an oM lion. or a lover's lute.
Cal Yea, or the drone of a Llncolnsh.re ba©-

pil.e
-Here. by the way. is a good story to Ulastrala

thai th-re are savage br_.a_.ts that muslc. oa

rather bagpipe musi.-. caaaot soothe. lt ia from

s.i.ttish writer:
i Scotch bagpip-r was traversing tba

mountaiaa ol Uteter. he was «»."«"¦"¦ e£etmntered by a hanger sUuv.l Wf***^,."
Ihis distr.ss. the poor man could think of notb-

ing better than to opea his wallet and ti-y tba
,.,fe, ts of his hospitality. He did so, and th*
rrects ol his hospital.ty. He did ao. ana tn*

lavage swallowed all that was thrown to him

v th so improvlng a voraclty as if his appetito
.us just but comlng to him. The whole stock

of provusion, you may be sure. was soon spent.

BAC.PIPF.S AND MUSETTES.
Kr. in tbe collettion of Kugene de Bricquevllle, Versaillea,

flfteen yeara ago put 'bagpipes' as .1 marglnal
r.a.Jinjr, not belng brave enough to follow ihe
miisi. al acholars, who had |ong told th m that
the Chaldaic word meanl bagpipe. But what
can you do with Bible translators? There is one
case in the Old Testamenl where you may take
your cholce between 'instruments of music* and
'concubines.' That'a ;i pretty how d'y.- do, isn't
lt? Uh! y.s. the bagpipes. Don't you lik.- phi
lology?
THE FORERUNNER < >K THE ORGAN.
"You may now make your own guess aa to

which of the i.pl s of anti.uity flrsl <..eived
the ldea of stlcking plpes or whistles Into a bag
so tbal by tllling the bag with wind they .ild
blow more ol them at once than they .-..uid
with the mouth. That is the Interesting feat¬
ure in the developmenl of musical instruments
thai the bagpipe lllustrntes. Ifs the pritnitive
organ, don'l you see. The wind chesl of the
modern organ, in whlch wind ls forced by means

of bellows, ls nlv a developmenl ..f the ancient
windbag whlch had plpes stuck Into it and was
innated with breath from the player's lungs.
And here attention oui hl to b.- called t«. the
fact that, although the Irlsh -li.ln't invent the
bagpipe, to them is conceded the credil of hav¬
ing Introduced the Iraprovement (doubtleaa sug-
;;. sted br the organ) ..f a supply b.-llows worked
by the elbow of the player. The shape aud

have said. it was duubtlesa trausplanted to the
British Islaiiils. Nero was a brave old piper.
and if he made muslc at all at the burnlng of
Rome it maj have been the bagpipe that he
played. lt i ..iildn't have been the tiddU*. as the
popular story goea because ther- was no tiddle
in Nero'a day. When, toward the end of hia
career, tbe bloody Empera* got lnto trouble
with hia Spanish and Gallk Icgions. he made a
\uw that if he should hold ..n to the govern-
meiu he w.,uld ceiebrate hia victory with gamea
at wbi.-h he himself would appear aa performea
.¦ii the hydraulic organ, tbe cborlc tlut.- aad th<-
bagpipe (Tibia uticularis).
"Do I llke the mualc ,.f the bagpipe? My .bar

boy, l like all tbinga old, Uke Goidsmith oM
rriends, old times, old mann, 1... old books. old
wlne" bul in this case my likiag is largely one
"f sentimental curioalty. I have never ner
suaded myself thai because 1 have an unquench-
able thirst for natkmal aad aavage mualc ol all
klnds, therefore all natioaal and aavage muslc
la beautiful aml in ror art. The scale ->f the
bagpipe la n.>i juat accordlag to our hearing,
and tbiaga out of tune are painful. Still. the
inatrument does n..t afT.-ct me aa Bhylock says
it alfects some men. nor do I always thlnk its
tone aa melaachoty aa Palstafl deacrlbea it in
the tirst part of 'Henry IV":

l-'al. sbioo.i. 1 am aa mclancholy as a gib-cat or a lugti'd bear.

and now hl_ only reaoorce w__ to the virtue at
the bagpipe. which the mnaati f no aaoawf he_rd
than h. took to the monataina with the same
pr.»i ipitation that h»- bad come down The p_»
piper ...uid not ao pert'ectly enjoy hia .leiiv.»r-
.in. e but that. with an _Dgry look at partilg,
he shook his beod an.l s»i.I: "A\ ' Are these
your trlcks? Had 1 known voiir humor >'_*l
should have ha.l your music b- f. re .uppcr!"
How do pipera _am. I fancy that the art

is in a sort of way bet.Utary, and thaa.baa.
like readlng and WTiting in the estimatiou <at
Dogbenry, it co_m_ by nature ".>m. Tum, : ;*.
i .pcr's son' learna it from b_i rather. Put there
are modera metboda tar the bagpipe. and arv-

ciently there were pip-r-s' acboola in .natland
l.e.istwi.-e it is of record that ClOVga. Ma ke-.
the flormer the _OWland pipes.' attended a

.-¦. bool fus pipera for sevea _e.irs. The mnnjc
ihat is printed tor the pipes _o_ is printeii n

the usual notation, but that b ol roiapnratiiily
recenl oc.irre.a_.. Eormerl] the ,>ip. toaaes hwi
their own system .t symh. ls. with ."ltlandijah
rr.ttii.s

I
HOW VOSTi .// -, ' a i %GE.

Krom The l» nver Post
How cuatosna do change! A Hlomotula pap.-r

Uilnks it e:_ee.i.ingly l.ad ta. .. i'.ir men t.¦ goabout ln teaaia auita wlthout a ...at. Hu' a
ft w sln.rt years ago the average aative down
Here wore but little more than a brown cutlcla
an.l a l.cling of l__.situde-


